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WELCOME TO OCCCDA
The past 3 months have been
eventful to say the least, culminating in the closing our
new property on 1/9/09! But
throughout them, I have continued to see God move in
amazing ways beyond my
limited, human comprehension. I have been forced to
recognize his providence as
he has continued to meet
and lead us step by step.
I find it very easy to fall into
the trap of thinking, “if I just
work hard enough, I can do
this!”. When I look at the
past three months however, I
can’t say that I or anyone on

our board or property team, could
have or did accomplish this. There is
no explanation except that we saw
God at work. He
did not necessarily
Learning the Fruits of the Spirit through the
work on our time
arts.
(which probably
would have caused
less stress but also allowed
ward to a new year of comus to try and think it was our munity programs, I remind
work) but he worked on his
myself that clearly this is
time to accomplish his purGod’s work and not mine!
pose.
~Anita Lyndaker-Studer
So as we begin work on the
new property and look for-

Executive Director

A WORD FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

“All progress is precarious

and the solution of one problem brings us face to face
with another problem”[1]

ally cost him his life. Rather
King came to the realization
that all progress is precarious and thereby will demand
a greater dependence on
God.

Rev. Martin Luther King in his
wonderful book “Strength to
Love” comes to the conclusion that progress, all progress comes with challenges. For Dr. King the
“precarious progress” that he
spoke of was the growing
reality that the social, political
and religious progress that he
and others were beginning to
make during the civil rights
movement were indeed precarious. Yet King wasn’t
merely lamenting the
“struggle” that would eventu-

At OCCCDA, we have by
God’s grace progressed in
ways that were unimaginable only a few months
ago. In addition to the purchase of our new building,
we have begun an after
school program, and dramatically expanded our network of support over the last
few months. Such progress
has been precarious and
has come with challenges. Our progress has
increased our level of responsibility as we manage

our new property and facilitate renovations in the coming months. Our progress
has required that we expand
and further develop both our
board and community relationships. Our progress will
involve increasing our network of support in the midst
of a slowed economy. Yet,
our progress is also leading
us in this New Year to a
greater dependency on our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
to order our steps. In 2009,
as we continue to progress
by the Spirit’s leading, we
covet your prayers, your wisdom and your continued
support.
~Leonard Dow, President
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GROWING FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT

I have often been told that
a good way to test
whether or not you know a
subject is to teach it. In
our after-school program
here at OCCCDA, I have
had the privilege of teaching 11 kids from the Oxford Circle area on a
weekly basis. Our theme
was the fruits of the Spirit.
In my weeks of enthusiastic planning, I put together
a lesson plan that incorporated a different fruit of
the Spirit for every week,
as well as a fruit or a
vegetable from the garden. Together with one
other teacher, volunteers
and the children, I hoped
that we would learn how
to eat healthfully, buy local produce, and grow the
fruits of the Spirit in our
lives.
In the flurry of class
preparations, snacks,
homework help, games
and field trips my 11 students managed to thoroughly challenge me on
the knowledge of my subject: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Generosity, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-Control. At
times I struggled to explain the meaning of
these fruits, and more
importantly, how they
should be manifested in
our lives. What should
patience look like for a 7
year old, three weeks before Christmas? And how
does faithfulness mean
“being full of faith?” I distinctly remember one half

hour session of homework time with a firstgrader and his phonetics
worksheet, feeling like I
had just failed at the Patience test.
And so like a teacher of
any other subject, I too
had to strengthen and
challenge my own understanding of the fruits of
the spirit. In the process,
I found that those everchallenging fruits cannot
be grown on our own.
As I observed the children and learned more
about myself, I found
that growing the fruits of
the spirit in our lives is a
lot like trying to run a
three-legged race. We
need to put in individual
effort, and yet we are so
closely bound to the progress of those around us.
One week at the afterschool program, in following with our lesson,
we played several games
that required a good
dose of gentleness to
win. One of these games
was a three legged race
where feet were bound
together with toilet paper. Any abrupt or hasty
movement could easily
rupture the tie and disqualify a team. It took a
few trial runs, but soon
the kids learned to walk
together, at a slow and
steady pace and became
quite competent at this
unusual sport.
Just like in this race, we

Finding oregano to make garlic bread at the
Grumblethorpe Historic House.

can see times in our communities of faith and in
our neighborhoods where
hurt, prejudice, violence
and neglect weaken our
ties till they are as fragile
as perforated toilet paper.
Only the greatest amount
of gentleness and loving
care can encourage us to
work together in growing
in love, joy, peace and
every other fruit. I am
grateful for 11 kids, and 7
volunteers who taught me
how precious those bonds
were and how
much I needed
others to grow fruit
in my own life.

“What should
patience look like
for a 7 year old, 3
weeks before
Christmas?” ~
Christy

-Christy HarrisonSensenig, After
School Director for
Fall 2008.

After School Art Project.
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HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE
Over Christmas, we had the rewarding experience of partnering
with the Oxford Circle Mennonite Church youth and the Oxford
Village Tenant Council to distribute food bags and turkeys to
needy persons in our community. As the cost of food goes up,
area food banks and distribution centers continue to report a
food shortage even while requests continue to rise.
Please pray with us as we continue to work with area groceries
and the Oxford Village Food Bank to find ways to address this
growing need. In particular, we want to thank our local Acme
and the Collins Family Shoprite for their contributions to this endeavor.
Holiday food distribution with Oxford
Circle Mennonite Church youth.

PROPERTY UPDATES
Our closing date was
1/9/09 and thanks to the
competent support and
considerable donation of
time by Bricker, Landis &
Hunsberger, LLP, it was
an uneventful closing! We
also need to thank each
of you who contributed so
generously to meet our
funding deadlines!
Now that we are in the
building, we invite you to
give us a call and come
visit. We would love to
give you the full tour of
the property, plans and
beginning soon, renovations!
Thanks to Mennonite Central Committee’s coordinating work, we will have
a service worker helping
us coordinate volunteers

beginning mid-February.
The service worker will
also be assisting other
churches and community
projects through the
Kingdom Builders network (Anabaptist network
in Philadelphia).
Over the next months, we
ask for your consideration of support in the
following areas:

4. Funds the contractual
work and supplies
We are still waiting on
final figures from our contractors but we estimate
renovation costs to be
about $150,000 based
on early estimates.
~ Anita Lyndaker-Studer
for the Property Team

1. Prayer that city zoning requests and permits will move forward quickly!
2. Volunteer laborers to
help with renovation
(mostly finish work)
3. Donations of materials and equipment
for fit-out
New building, front view.

“All progress is
precarious and
the solution of
one problem
brings us face to
face with another
problem.” ~
Reverend Martin
Luther King

OXFORD CIRCLE CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
ASSOCIATION
PO Box 28340
900 E. Howell Street
Philadelphia, PA 1914919149-3611
To extend
healing and hope in the
Oxford Circle community,
believing that God’s
purpose of reconciling
all people to Jesus
leads us to minister
on spiritual, physical,
social & economic
levels.

Phone: (267) 265-1709
E-mail: occcda@verizon.net
www.occcda.org

Check our website:
www.occcda.org!
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NEW PROPERTY PHOTOS

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Officers:
President, Leonard Dow
Treasurer, Ed Dobeck
Secretary, Jennifer Leaman
Members:
Karen Jantzi
Peter Sensenig
Ron Sider, Acting President
George Young

Photos (clockwise): 1) area to be renovated for sanctuary (continues through to
windows in second room), 2) open house reception, 3) main entrance/reception
area, and 4) area to be divided for youth lounge and conference meeting room.

