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“The Spirit of the
Sovereign
LORD… has
anointed me to
proclaim good
news to the poor…
to bind up the
brokenhearted, to
proclaim freedom
for the captives
and release from
darkness the
prisoners.
Isaiah 61:1-2

These powerful and prophetic words from Isaiah
would later be quoted by Jesus in Luke 4 because
they communicate the overall missional narrative
of scripture and one we affirm at Oxford Circle
Christian Community Development Association.
What is articulated in these verses is God’s love, a
love that is “in the pursuit” of those individuals,
families and communities who are often forgotten
in this world but are always on the very heart of
God! The prophet Isaiah, Jesus and by God’s grace,
we at OCCCDA are all in loving “pursuit’ of those
who are financially and spiritually poor, in pursuit
of the physically and spiritually broken and in
pursuit of those in physical and spiritual prisons,
etc.

And it is because of your generous support that we can provide you with
a hint of how our ‘pursuit” is shaping and impacting our Oxford Circle
community in the name of Christ through our Annual Report! However
even as we pursue our community in the name of Christ, I am also happy
to report that we intentionally create space to listen and be shaped by the
same Oxford Circle community in which we are called to serve.
So on behalf of the OCCCDA board and the Oxford Community I want to
thank you for partnering with us in 2014 as we have sought to faithfully
seek the “peace of our city” by “bestowing on them a crown of beauty, oil
of joy and garment(s) of praise”. Amen.

Oxford Circle Christian Community Development Association

Our Impact
Our mission:
To extend healing and hope
in the Oxford Circle
community, believing that
God’s purpose of
reconciling all people to
Jesus leads us to minister on
spiritual, physical, social
and economic levels.
Our ministries provide a
choice that can lead to liberty
and address the urgent needs
of our community. We pray
that we can be the doorway
for those who are
brokenhearted, are bound by
the issues of life, and believe
that physical and spiritual
poverty is all that God has in
store for them. We know that
real, transformative help for a
lifetime and an eternity comes
from Jesus Christ who loves
the whole person, body and
soul.
“The Spirit of the Sovereign
LORD… has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the
poor… to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim
freedom for the captives and
release from darkness the
prisoners… to bestow on
them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes, the oil of
joy instead of mourning, and
a garment of praise instead
of a spirit of despair. They
will be called oaks of
righteousness… They will
rebuild the ancient ruins and
restore places long
devastated; they will renew
the ruined cities that have
been devastated for
generations.” (Isa. 61:1–4)

Leadership and Education: Our purpose in ministering to children, youth and
adults is to develop, nurture, and retain current and future leaders.
Out-of-school Enrichment – Our out-of-school program (after school and summer

camp) provided literacy, math, and art programs to elementary and middle school
students. The strategies used to successfully address the needs of our students included
mentoring, tutoring, and the integration of arts as a tool to explore creativity and to learn
critical thinking skills. Thanks to funding from 21st CCLC through the PA Department of
Education, we were able to increase our K-8 enrollment once again and begin developing a
preschool program. Additional partnerships included: Mennonite Central
Committee, Mission Year, and City Vision (interns); Franklin Institute and Fairmount
Water Works (science); Rhawnhurst NORC (community service with elderly neighbors);
and Philadelphia Youth Network and Fels High School (volunteers).

Winter/Spring
Summer (6 weeks)
Fall
Total

Elementary students
42
46
61
149

MS students
6
27
10
43

EDGE (Excellence Drives Growth Everyday) Our EDGE program took place at

Carnell Elementary and in our out-of-school program in partnership with Philadelphia
Mennonite High School and Fels High School. In this program, we used skill-building
exercises in small groups to teach peacemaking skills and build self-awareness. The
students were able to learn life lessons while having fun and building relationships with
their high school mentors.
Elementary/MS
High School Coaches
Total

Number of students
132
15
147

GED/ESL Classes –Volunteer instructors led weekly classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays

from 6:00-8:00pm. The focus of the GED prep classes was on improving basic skills in math,
reading, writing, social studies, and science to prepare for GED testing. English as a Second
Language classes were also provided for persons to improve English speaking, listening,
reading, and writing skills. Participants learned English for U.S. citizenship, government
and history, food, community resources, finances, resumes, and job interviews. We
continued our partnership with Temple University’s WELL program, TU Tutors. They
trained college students to act as tutors in our Adult Education programs and additionally
provided a BSW intern to provide case management.
During Winter/Spring Semester 2014, 21 students attended GED/ESL classes. In Fall
Semester 2014, 21 students attended GED/ESL classes.

Preschool – In response to community requests, we are in the planning stages to start a

preschool serving children ages 6 weeks to 5 years. Additionally, the classrooms will serve
a dual purpose of providing an education wing for Oxford Circle Mennonite Church’s
growing children’s program. Currently there are 90 children from age 1 to 12 th grade.

Carnell School Redesign – We are very excited to be a successfully funded School

District Redesign Partner. We are working with the administrative staff of our local
elementary school, Carnell, to move to a project-based learning model that will allow them
to provide high quality education to our community children.

Our Impact

Family Support: Our purpose in ministering to families is to
nurture support networks that enhance family stability and
reconciliation.
Bridge of Hope program (BOH) – Bridge of Hope mobilizes

Job Training – We are excited to be in the final stages of

preparation for the OCCCDA Job Readiness Program! We have
two employers who are interested in participating and we are
in the process of getting ready for our first class.

persons to exemplify Christ’s love by bringing together professional
staff and trained church mentor groups to empower homeless and
at-risk single mothers and children. In 2014, we served two families
of whom one successfully found full time employment and stable
housing. The other family is still active and has also found housing
and recently received a job promotion.

Emergency and Holiday Food Assistance – We were

Christmas Toy Store – In 2014, we hosted the 3rd Annual Toy

Food Trust Farmer’s Market – The Farmers Market was

able to provide emergency food bags and other assistance this
year thanks to our partnership with the MCC Material
Resource Center. We distributed the following items in
coordination with our community and faith-based partners:
1000 grocery bags and 150 comforters.

Store in partnership with Calvary Church Souderton. In addition,
Calvary of Wyncote, Grace & Peace Community Fellowship, Youth
Build, Kingdom Life Christian Center, Timoteo, Ayuda, and Oxford
Circle Mennonite Church all contributed through donations and
volunteerism. In all, 130 families participated (referred by
partnering congregations and community organizations)! In
addition, the remaining toys were donated to children and families
who spent the holidays at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children.

on site weekly from June – November. Seasonal produce was
sold by an Amish Lancaster County farmer, and food vouchers
were provided to community seniors and low-income families

Family Support Workshops – In addition to the other

$355,000 was paid off in November 2013 and the remainder
of the funds raised allowed us to pay down our principle and
refinance our mortgage from 6% to 3.75% in March 2014! We
praise God for all of you who helped make this possible! In
2014, we also were excited to see our program giving double
to support our growing community ministries!

mentioned courses, we hosted a 6 week financial literacy workshop
presented by The Philadelphia Urban League with 8 young women
attending and receiving a $50 stipend at program completion.
Additionally, a Teen Mom program was hosted in partnership with
the Department of Human Services. 10 teen moms’ and their
children attended classes to improve their parenting and money
management skills.

Organization stability: Our goal is to provide for the
long-term health of our organization and community by
making wise decisions that ensure our viability.
Donations – Thanks to all of you, our short term loan of

Property – In addition to providing space for our

congregation and community ministries, we rent 75% of the

Community and Economic Development: Our purpose is to space to other organizations who complement the mission of
develop opportunities for sustainable employment and
OCCCDA in their service to our shared community. This rental
business development.
income covers our mortgage and maintenance costs.
Back to School Day – Our 14th Annual Community Festival was
held in partnership with Calvary Church of Souderton and the
Christian Women’s Project. In spite of being rained out after 2
hours, Calvary provided dental screening and cleaning for 40
school-age children and we had over 850 attendees. We also
distributed 275 grocery bags and 750 school kits provided by the
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Material Resource Center and
Calvary Church of Souderton.

Volunteers – Our work would not have been possible in

2014 without many amazing volunteers. They included high
school students from throughout Philadelphia, Fels HS and
Philadelphia Mennonite HS along with parents and OCMC
members. We especially want to acknowledge Calvary
Church of Souderton, our Adult Education instructors, and
our governing and community advisory board members
who all provided countless hours of service.

Our Leadership and Financials
Staff 2014
Executive Director – Anita LyndakerStuder
Program Director –Christopher Pender
Finance/Property Manager – Richard
Rohrer
st
21 CCLC Advisor – Dr. Raquel EstevezJoyce
21st CCLC Coordinator – Jordan Kauffman
(Jan - June), Katie Gard (June - present)
21st CCLC Instructor – Carla Stuckey, Bill
Stuckey, Ebony Ocasio, Anthony
Johnson (Jan – May), Bethannie Parks
and Chris Sponsler (summer)
EDGE – Bridget Blair (Jan – May),
Prescious Washington (May – Present,
City Vision Intern)
IVEP Intern –Tanja Sutalo (2013-14),
XiaoHau Wen (2014-15)
Lincoln University Intern – Eileen MaysVoss
SSW Intern – Carlos Carmona
Mission Year Intern – Lezlee Witmer
Adult Education Coordinator – Joe Beech
(Volunteer)
GED Volunteer Instructor – Bill Lauzus
ESL Volunteer Instructor –Emily Silvestro
(Jan - June), Gwen Young and Kady
Guess (Sept – present)
Adult Ed Tutor - Nasir Mughal

Financial Report
For the Year Ended December 31, 2014
Revenue:
Grants

President – Bishop Leonard Dow
Vice President – Dr. Hong Tran
Treasurer – Randy Kratz
Secretary – Paul McCormick
Youth Member – Zahir Guess
Members –
Jennifer Leaman (Jan - June)
Ken Rush
Krista Yoder-Latortue (Jan – June)
Pete Prunes
Mary Dallasta
Raquel Estevez-Joyce (June - present)
Petra Opett (June – present)

2014*

TOTAL

TOTAL

141,965

140,746

2978

411

Program Donations

37,607

70,783

Capital Donations

99,991

11,525

658

499

Rental Income

440,310

414,190

Common Area Maintenance Reimbursement

104,704

118,720

828,213

756,874

Program Services

548,255

478,132

General and Administrative

105,545

92,046

84,201

73,432

738,001

643,609

90,212

113,265

842,195

932,407

$932,407

$1,045,672

319,510

225,791

3,730,040

3,730,402

46,367

8,592

4,095,917

3,964,785

103,560

17,544

3,059,950

2,901,066

3,163,510

2,918,610

Fund-Raisers

Interest

Total Revenue
Expenses:

Fund-Raising
Total Expenses

Change in Net Assets
Net Assets at Beginning of Year
Net Assets at the End of Year

Assets:
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Property
Other Assets
Total Assets

Board of Directors 2013

2013

Liabilities
Liabilities
Long-Term Liabilities
Total Liabilities

* 2014 figures provided are preliminary and unaudited

Contact Information
Oxford Circle CCDA
900 E. Howell Street
Philadelphia, PA 19149
Phone: (215) 288-8504
Fax: (215) 288-8509
Email: contact@occcda.org
www.occcda.org

