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NOTES FROM THE BELOVED COMMUNITY
Sometimes posing a simple question can take you on an unexpected venture.
At a parent advisory board meeting earlier this year one parent posed a question: why doesn‟t the OCCCDA start a pre-school – something that provides a
viable option for working parents?
One question often leads to many others. Where would we put a pre-school?
How would starting a pre-school fit into our mission? This question came at a
juncture when we have some existing open space – space that is large enough
to support a viable pre-school. Starting a pre-school also fits into our existing
strategic plan – a plan that is to “develop and supporting a comprehensive
learning community”. What started as a simple question has turned into an adventure and full-scale exploration of pre-school viability.
This question about the pre-school comes at a time that Oxford Circle Mennonite Church (OCMC)is also asking the question of how to provide more space for
90 plus children who attend church. Currently the OCCCDA and OCMC are partnering to explore how the development of a pre-school could also double as
Sunday morning education space. Architectural and financial feasibility studies
are underway. As we consider pre-school viability, we get excited about the picture of the interaction that could happen – interaction between the families in
community and the family of Christ that God has planted here. How might
God‟s kingdom come by answering a simple question?
~Richard Rohrer
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Isaiah 61 3-4
“
Rename them “Oaks of Righteousness,” planted by GOD to display his
glory. They will rebuild the old ruins, raise a new city out of the wreckage. They will start over on the ruined cities, take the rubble left behind
and make it new.”
This past year, we’ve been meditating on Isaiah 61:1-4. For me, it sums up
what God sees when he looks at our Oxford Circle community and what we are
called to as His “hands and feet”. To share the good news, bring freedom to
captives and prisoners, and comfort those who mourn. Our vision is to see our
community full of young people who are “oaks of righteousness” rather than
prisoners of sorrow. We want to see a thriving, healthy city scape. No more
abandoned, falling down people, houses and businesses. A brand new city
built from the rubble and wreckage where families take pride in their neighborhood and have the resources needed to maintain their homes and families.
Some days it seems like an impossible dream but I continue to be reminded
that it is not a vision of what “might be”, it is a vision of what “will be”! It is a
vision of what our future holds as children of God. Our calling is to be faithful
to that vision, to work for this new future and kingdom. To believe that what
God promised, he will bring to pass, whether it is today, tomorrow or beyond
our lifetime. Please pray with us that we would continue see God at work in
the lives and neighborhood of Oxford Circle.
Anita Lyndaker-Studer, MSW
Director
OCCCDA

A STAFF MEMBER’S FIRST COMMUNITY FESTIVAL
Praise God for allowing me to have such a great assignment of helping to organize OCCCDA‟s 14th Annual
Back to School Festival. We had 850 people register for
the festival this year. We were pleased that so many
people came out in spite of the rainy forecast, and were
amazed that so many stayed when the heavens opened
around 2pm and it truly poured. Many people came out
to enjoy the children‟s carnival games, food, and explore our immense resource area. With the help of Calvary Church and Mennonite Central Committee we were
able to provide many families with free groceries bags
and many children received school kits.
Over forty children received dental screenings from visiting the Calvary Dental Bus. They all came out with bright
smiles. Also through our resource area we were able to
get local residents connected to job opportunities and
financial assistance programs. I was grateful that so
many perspective employers showed up and willingly
helped out.
The Christian Women‟s project and Esperanza Medical
Center did medical screenings, which encouraged
young and old to get regular check ups and practice eating a nutritional diet. I was honored to be a part of such
a great event that helped so many people and we were
able to share the love of Jesus in practical ways.
~Prescious Washington

Meet Our Staff!
Bill Stucky, Technology Teacher, After School Program
Bill has managed teams of engineers, coordinated technical/professional development training, and led structured improvement activities while working in various capacities of System Engineering. Drawing on his many years of experience,
Bill now focuses on teaching, presenting and motivating students to enhance
their education, professionalism, and lifestyle. Bill is passionate about preparing
people in urban communities for thriving in their present and future environments, and provides educational services that help students and parents to build
strong foundations for themselves, their children, and communities.
Carla Stucky, Mathematics Teacher, After School Program
Carla Stucky has spent thirty-seven years in the School District of Philadelphia
teaching, developing, and mentoring boys and girls. Her driving motivation is to
„raise productive citizens‟, a phrase she drilled into her students psyche each
year. Carla has played an instrumental role in many programs that provide creative learning opportunities for the youth of Philadelphia throughout her career.
Her expertise in grant writing led to three successful community programs, one of
which culminated with a now annual community anti-drug march. In addition to
teaching math at OCCCDA, Carla also volunteers in a Head Start classroom.
XiaoHua Wen, Chinese Language and Culture Teacher, After School Program
XiaoHua Wen is with us this year from Beijing, China, as part of the IVEP program
of MCC. She chose to take a year away from her job as a middle school English
teacher in China as a missionary, to grow in her relationship with God and pick
up new skills and exposure to teaching. XiaoHua currently teaches a Chinese
Language & Culture class in the after school program, as well as keeps the databases running smoothly. XiaoHua's intentionality in developing sincere friendships with kids and staff alike has quickly made her a valued member of the
OCCCDA community.
Lezlee Witmer, Arts Teacher, After School Program
Lezlee Witmer has joined the OCCCDA staff for a year as a Mission Year Intern.
She brings a lot of energy to the After School Program, specifically teaching arts
classes. She also assists with the annual Toy Store and handing out food bags.
Lezlee has been a full time college student at Harrisburg Area Community College, taking one semester off to go to Brazil, and is now receiving part time credits through Eastern University. “Home” has often meant Camp Hebron or Lancaster City, but is now growing to include her new community in Hunting Park.

