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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Rhonda - 10/3

Mary - 10/5
. 3 Eden - 10/8
A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Brooke-Lynn - 10/18
Watsuze - 10/23
Greetings, Nashla - 10/25

Bobby - 10/26
Thank you for taking the time to read our monthly
newsletter! We're so grateful for our incredible

OCCCDA staff, donors, and volunteers whose hard PAYROLL SCHEDULE

work and dedication keeps our programs running
smoothly. Your support helps us provide Pay date: 10/15 (9/23_1 0/6)

educgUonaI resources tq ch!ldren and fam|I|.es, POg e 10/30 (1 0/7_,] 0/23>
fostering a love for learning in our community.

We're excited to continue serving families in
meaningful, interactive ways. If you're able to

donate your time or resources, we'd love to hear (’
from you. Together, we can truly make a ~
difference. Thank you for being part of our

mission!
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We Love Volunteers!

Food Distribution Program

Are you or someone you know looking for a
meaningful way to give back? Join us in
working with the Food Distribution Program
and be a part of the movement to fight food
insecurity right here in the neighborhood.
Whether you are packing bags, handing our
groceries, or simply offering a smile, your time
makes a difference. Volunteers can come
anytime on Wednesday from 9:00 AM to 6:00
PM (food setup), and/or Thursday from 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM (for distributing food to the
community.

Food Distribution Dates & Locations
10/2/2025 (900 E Howell St, Bldg B)
10/9/2025 (900 E Howell St, Bldg B)
10/16/2025 (900 E Howell St, Bldg B)

10/30/2025 (6500 Castor Ave - M&T Bank)

Email: FoodDistribution@occcda.org
Community Literacy Activities (CLA)

Our CLA Team hosts a literacy event every
month on the 4™ Saturday and may need
extra help with setting things up to ensure
that young families have a party that is filled
with enrichment and fun! Please join us in
supporting them with this event.

Email: InfoCLA@occcda.org

CLA Event: Saturday, October 25, 2025

SUPPORT

BREAST
CANCER

October is Breast Cancer Awareness
Month

Breast cancer is one of the most
common cancers, but early detection
saves lives. This month serves as a
reminder to prioritize your health by
scheduling regular check-ups,
mammograms, and performing self-
exams. Catching breast cancer early
greatly increases the chances of
effective treatment and recovery. Let’s
support awareness, encourage one
another to get checked, and continue
building a culture of care and
prevention.

October also raises awareness for the
following:

Domestic Violence Awareness
ADHD Awareness
National Down Syndrome Awareness
Mental lliness Awareness Week
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STRENGTHENING FAMILIES TEAM PRESENTS:

A PARENT CAFE
» Opening Day Attendance: We welcomed an
incredible 233 students on August 25, 2025! What
a strong start to the year.
« First Field Trip - Mark your calendars—our first To SA Y
adventure takes place on October 27th at The
Philadelphia Zoo! &%) WHEN r
+ November Celebrations: In honor of Native

American History Month, we're proud to host two RESILIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE
guest speakers to celebrate Indigenous People’s OF PARENTING AND CHILD

Day in the Oasis. Stay tuned for details! g
SEL Focus: Empathy REGISTER HERE!
This quarter, our Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) OCTOBER 7, 2025-2:30 PM - 4:30 PM
lunch sessions are centered around empathy— FELS HIGH SCHOOL cuaa el
building understanding, compassion, and . i 9500 LANGDON ST, o
connection among students. F asis  PHILADELPHIA, PA 19124 community

. MORE INFORMATION: A.ALLENCUAJ@ELCONCILIO.NET
% Career Coaching Mentor Program Launch

We're thrilled to announce the official launch of our
Career Coaching Mentor Program at Fel’'s Oasis! The
program kicked off on Monday, September 15, 2025,
and we've already made an exciting impact:
¢ Connected with 21 students in just the first few
days
« Received 13 new participant applications
» Hosted workshops on values, integrity, and
personal mission statements
» Conducted one-on-one coaching sessions to
prep students for interviews and career planning
& Coming Soon:
Students are buzzing about our upcoming
entrepreneurial workshops and the launch of a
student-led podcast—a creative space to showcase
their unique gifts and talents.
Special shoutout to Kahla Ali, a senior and the
visionary behind the podcast’'s theme and format!
We're just getting started—and this is shaping up to
be an incredible year of career discovery and
personal growth!
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WHAT'S NEW FROM “THE CREW?” — PROGRAM UPDATES

After School Program

Afterschool Program at Carnell Elementary
officially started on Monday, September 22,
2025. It was a great day, seeing OCCCDA
after-school staff, Carnell Staff, along with
new and returning students.

This month, we have an Education
Consultant coming on board to support
with literacy and math instruction! Looking
forward to a great first quarter, and an
even better year!

Parents as
Teachers (PAT)

The PAT Program had our 2" in person
Group Connection, focusing on School
Readiness. There were various stations
such as a sensory play station, bean bag
toss, and a cozy corner story time zone.
We celebrated some of our graduates in
the Program who recently entered
Kindergarten. We are proud of our
parents who were committed to
investing in their children’s lives and
some have been in the Program for
years. We currently have openings for
English, Mandarin, Spanish, and Arabic
speaking families for any
parent/guardians that live in these zip
codes: 19111, 19124, and 19149.




Rememlbering Our “Why”

Each month, as we serve, we're reminded that transformation rarely comes all at
once—it unfolds step by step, life by life. At OCCCDA, our mission is to sow seeds of
hope and opportunity, trusting they will grow into stronger families, flourishing
children, and a vibrant community.

Our work is anchored in faith, carried forward in love, and inspired by a vision of
justice. Together, we are shaping spaces where dignity is renewed, voices are lifted,
and dreams find room to grow.

Let us keep moving with open hands and open hearts, knowing that the choices we
make today shape the world of tomorrow. The story being written is not OCCCDA’s
alone—it is the Circle’s story, and it belongs to each of us.

Our work is rooted in faith, carried out in love, and driven by a vision of justice.
Together, we are creating spaces where dignity is restored, voices are heard, and
dreams can take root.

Let us continue to move forward with open hands and open hearts, knowing that what
we do today shapes tomorrow. The story we are writing is not just OCCCDA's—it
belongs to the Circle, and it belongs to all of us.
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