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OXFORD CIRCLE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY IMPORTANT
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

900 E Howell St, Bidg B, Philadelphia, PA, 19149 ANNOUNCEMENTS

© 215-288-8504 | email: contact@occcda.org

WELCOME

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Greetings,

Thank you for taking the time to read our monthly %
newsletter! We're so grateful for our incredible

OCCCDA staff, donors, and volunteers whose hard PAYROLL SCHEDULE

work and dedication keeps our programs running
smoothly. Your support helps us provide Pog date: 9/15 (8/23-9/5)

educational resources to children and families, _
fostering a love for learning in our community. POU date: 9/30 <9/6_9/22)

We're excited to continue serving families in
meaningful, interactive ways. If you're able to

donate your time or resources, we'd love to hear HOLIDAYS
from you. Together, we can truly make a

difference. Thank you for being part of our Labor Day - 9/1
mission! OCCCDA Office is closed
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We Love Volunteers!

Food Distribution Program

Are you or someone you know looking for a
meaningful way to give back? Join us in working
with the Food Distribution Program and be a part of
the movement to fight food insecurity right here in
the neighborhood. Whether you are packing bags,
handing our groceries, or simply offering a smile,
your time makes a difference. Volunteers can come
anytime on Wednesday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
(food setup), and/or Thursday from 9:00 AM to 4:00
PM (for distributing food to the community.

Food Distribution Days
OCCCDA - 900 E Howell St, Bidg B, Phila, PA, 19149
M&T Bank - 6500 Castor Ave, Phila, PA, 19149

September 4, 2025 (OCCCDA)
September 11,2025 (OCCCDA)
September 18 (OCCCDA)
September 25, 2025 (M&T Bank)

Email: FoodDistribution@occcda.org
Community Literacy Activities (CLA)

Our CLA Team hosts a literacy event every month
on the 4™ Saturday and may need extra help with
setting things up to ensure that young families

have a party that is filled with enrichment and fun!
Please join us in supporting them with this event.

Email: InfoCLA@occcda.org
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Together We Say: Thank You,
Brittney

[ ]

On August 12, 2025, our team said farewell and
best wishes to our HR Administrator, Brittney
Young. Brittney has been such an incredible part
of OCCCDA, and we are grateful for the many
ways she supported and uplifted our
community. From guiding new hires through
their first days to being a steady resource for
veteran staff, Brittney’s kindness, dedication, and
professionalism touched so many of us. We will
especially miss the weekly “shopping” with Ms.
Kathy, a small tradition that reflected the
genuine care and connection she brought into
her work and relationships. She will always be
remembered as a true asset to our team, and
while we will miss her presence, we are excited
to cheer her on as she steps into her next
chapter. Congratulations, Brittney! We wish you
nothing but success and joy in your new
endeavors!
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Back—to-School Dri‘ve Recap!

The community came together in an incredible
way for our annual Back-to-School Drive,
proudly supported by M&T Bank in partnership
with Oxford Circle CCDA, State Representative
Jared Soloman, Representative Anthony Bellmon,
and many others. This powerful collaboration
made it possible to provide families with
backpacks and essential school supplies, easing
the financial burden on parents and helping
students start the school year prepared and
confident. This event was filled with hope, unity,
and encouragement ~ showcasing what can be
accomplished when leaders and orqanizations
join forces. Tt was a true celebration of
community, service, and the bright futures of
children.




As the school year begins, we are excited to
share that the Fels Special
Education/Community Based Vocational
Training (CBVT) Program will once again be
joining us at the Pantry every Wednesday
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM. During this time,
the high school students will be gaining
valuable work skills to prepare them for the
future. We kindly ask all volunteers and staff
to be mindful and respectful of the unique
needs of each student.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to Katie and
Vanguard for providing back-to-school
supplies for our families—your generosity
helps set our students up for success.

As always, | want to extend my deepest
gratitude to my entire team and all of our
volunteers for the dedication and hard work
you put in week after week to ensure families
in our community are cared for and
supported.

Lastly, a special shout-out goes to

Devin Michaels for stepping up and taking
on additional responsibilities. Devin has now
taken on the role of FD Driver, ensuring our
team remains strong and dependable. We
are so thankful for your commitment and
leadership.

A few months back, the PAT team hosted their first in—-
person Group Connection since Covid, bringing
together PAT families and staff for a special time of
connection. Parents, guardians, and their children
created a “bouquet of flowers,” writing what they
appreciate about one another to strengthen family
bonds and attachment.

We were also grateful to have Mr. Vernat, a member of

our PAT Advisory Board, join us. Parent voices are an

essential part of shaping our program, and we deeply

value their input.

Throughout this program year, we explored a variety of

important topics with families, including:

¢ Nutrition

¢ Disaster Preparedness

¢ The Pros and Cons of Screen Time and Media for
Young Children

¢ Understanding Your Child's Temperament

e Teaching Young Children

Looking ahead, our next in-person Group Connection
will take place in September and will focus on School
Readiness. This will be especially meaningful as many
of our families graduate from the program when the
school year begins—some of whom have been with us
for five to six years, since the very start of the program.
We are also proud to share that the PAT team
successfully met all Essential Requirements for the
program year ending June 30, ensuring we maintain
our Blue Ribbon Affiliate status. Congratulations to the
team for their continued dedication to delivering high-
quality programming that serves and strengthens our
local community.
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WHAT'S NEW FROM “THE CREW?” — PROGRAM UPDATES

After School Program Carnell Family
Resource Center
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School started on August 25 and we're

We are excited to announce that After- looking forward to a great year with our
School at Carnell Elementary School is students and families! We plan to start
gearing up to begin, with a tentative start teaching Social Emotional Learning in 2™
date of September 15, 2025. and 4™ grades by mid-September. We also

are gearing up to re-start SEL-focused lunch
In preparation, we will be hosting a groups with students. This year, in
Welcome Back Staff Professional partnership with our climate team, we are
Development during the week of starting a school-wide recognition system of
September 8th for all OCCCDA Afterschool SEL skills exhibited by students. This is exciting
employees. This will be a great opportunity as it shows a school-wide emphasis on
to reconnect, refresh, and get ready for these important skills. By the beginning of
another impactful year. October we anticipate having a weekly

English conversation class for some of our
As our scholars step into their first day of parents who are trying to practice/learn
school on Monday, August 25th, we wish English. These classes have been a great
them confidence in facing new challenges, way to learn to know families and to connect
excitement for discoveries, and joy in all the them with needed resources. We're also
learning adventures that await them in the looking to plan some parent cafes in the
2025-2026 school year! % near future in partnership with Catholic

~ l l Community Services. We're looking forward

to a great year!




WHAT'S NEW FROM “THE CREW?” — PROGRAM UPDATES

Community Literacy
Activities Program (CLA)

The CLA Program is excited to help the children
of Oxford Circle navigate these changes
through fun, literacy-based activities that
encourage creativity, goal setting, and
confidence.

7 When: Saturday, September 27, 2025

(0 Time: 11:00 AM — 1:00 PM

Families can look forward to engaging
stations led by our Family Ambassadors,
including:

e Back-to-School Scrapbook — Capture
memories from the first weeks of school.

e Goal Setting Chart — Set fun goals for the
year, like reading new books or learning new
skills.

e Story Time with Fall Books — Cozy up with
seasonal favorites such as Leaf Man and
Apple Trouble.

..and more exciting activities designed to help
kids reflect, connect, and grow!

We invite all families to join us for a joyful
and meaningful day with the CLA team—
building memories together and celebrating
the start of the 2025-2026 school year.




The Heart of Our Work

Each month, as we serve, we are reminded that change doesn't
happen all at once—it happens moment by moment, person by
person. At OCCCDA, our purpose is to plant seeds of hope and
opportunity, trusting that they will grow into stronger families,
thriving children, and a flourishing community.

Our work is rooted in faith, carried out in love, and driven by a
vision of justice. Together, we are creating spaces where dignity is
restored, voices are heard, and dreams can take root.

Let us continue to move forward with open hands and open
hearts, knowing that what we do today shapes tomorrow. The
story we are writing is not just OCCCDA’s—it belongs to the Circle,
and it belongs to all of us.

Jook sy

TO ADD TO THE NEWSLETTER,
PLEASE CONTACT

Oxford Circle

Kylah Benson, M.Ed.

Operations & Property Manager kylah@occcda.org




