
PAYROLL SCHEDULE

Greetings,

Thank you for taking the time to read our monthly
newsletter! We’re so grateful for our incredible
OCCCDA staff, donors, and volunteers whose hard
work and dedication keeps our programs running
smoothly. Your support helps us provide
educational resources to children and families,
fostering a love for learning in our community.
We’re excited to continue serving families in
meaningful, interactive ways. If you’re able to
donate your time or resources, we’d love to hear
from you. Together, we can truly make a
difference. Thank you for being part of our
mission!

Pay date: 11/14 (10/24-11/7)
Pay date: 11/28 (11/8-11/21)

HOLIDAYS

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Thanksgiving Day  - 11/27
Black Friday - 11/28

OCCCDA office is closed
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DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Kimberly T homas

NEW HIRES/VOLUNTEERS
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November
Courtney - 11/4
Christen - 11/6
Aliyah - 11/10

Sushana - 11/22
Devin - 11/25

Courtney - Group Leader (Carnell)
Joshua - Volunteer (FRC)



Give Thanks

November is a time to reflect on
gratitude, generosity, and the spirit of
community. As we gather to celebrate
Thanksgiving, let’s take a moment to

appreciate the many blessings in our lives
—big and small—and extend that

thankfulness to others. Whether through
volunteering, sharing a meal, or offering

a kind word, every act of giving
strengthens our connections and

reminds us of the power of compassion.
This month, let’s celebrate not only what

we’re thankful for but also how we can
share that gratitude with those around us.

We Love Volunteers!

Food Distribution Program
Are you or someone you know looking for a
meaningful way to give back? Join us in
working with the Food Distribution Program
and be a part of the movement to fight food
insecurity right here in the neighborhood.
Whether you are packing bags, handing our
groceries, or simply offering a smile, your time
makes a difference. Volunteers can come
anytime on Wednesday from 9:00 AM to 6:00
PM (food setup), and/or Thursday from 9:00
AM to 4:00 PM (for distributing food to the
community.

Food Distribution Dates & Locations

11/6/2025 (900 E Howell St, Bldg B)
11/13/2025 (900 E Howell St, Bldg B)
11/20/2025 (900 E Howell St, Bldg B)

Email: FoodDistribution@occcda.org

Community Literacy Activities (CLA)

Our CLA Team hosts a literacy event every
month on the 4  Saturday and may need
extra help with setting things up to ensure
that young families have a party that is filled
with enrichment and fun! Please join us in
supporting them with this event. 

th

Email: InfoCLA@occcda.org
CLA Event: Saturday, November 15 , 2025th
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Laura H. Carnell After-School
Program

We are currently at capacity with a total
student enrollment number of 58 students.
Any student applying for afterschool as of
10/23/25 will be placed on our waiting list. 

November is a short month for us as school is
either closed or a half day on 11/4, 11/11, 11/24,
11/25, 11/26, 11/27, 11/28.

SPECIAL SHOUTOUT to Kylah Benson ¹

Kylah, your unwavering dedication and passion
for nurturing young minds inspire us all. Your
creativity, patience, and commitment to
excellence make a profound difference in the
lives of our students. We are very blessed to
have a teacher who cares, understands, and is
patient with our students. Thank you for
everything you are doing to advance our
students and after-school program.

Meet our After School Team at Carnell
Elementary School ¹ 

Parents as Teachers
(PAT)

In October, our Affiliate was acknowledged at the
2025 International Conference in PR for receiving the
Blue Ribbon along with 117 other Affiliates from 34
states. Blue Ribbon Affiliate designation from Parents
as Teachers (PAT) recognizes programs that provide
high-quality services to children and families. To earn
the designation, the PAT Team had to:

· Complete a self-study and review process
· Meet or exceed the Essential Requirements
· Meet or exceed at least 80% of the Quality Standards

This process takes place every 5 years for all PAT
Affiliates. We also are celebrating Parents as Teachers
Day on November 8th. This year State and County PAT
leaders encouraged a world-wide observance of PAT
Day to demonstrate the impact of Parents as Teachers
in families lives. PAT National Center is encouraging all
PAT affiliates across the world to participate, and the
overall theme is Parents as Teachers A World of
Support.

The PAT Team is planning on collaborating with the
CLA Program on November 15 to have a joint event for
parent/child activities and celebrating our diverse
families and teams.

WHAT’S NEW FROM “THE CREW?“ – PROGRAM UPDATES



Carnell Family Resource
Center (FRC)

In October, we launched Social Emotional
Learning (SEL) lessons in the second-grade
classrooms. Each week, Mary Fox joins classes to
teach engaging lessons on respect, empathy,
feelings, and gratitude. In addition, we’ve started
several weekly SEL-focused lunch groups.
Together, these experiences help students build a
shared language to express emotions, deepen
self-awareness, strengthen relationships, and
better understand others. Teachers have been
incredibly supportive—many are reinforcing SEL
concepts throughout the week and have noticed
students using these new skills both in the
classroom and on the playground.

We were sad to say goodbye to a valued team
member, Wanda Cobb, who moved on from
OCCCDA in mid-September. Wanda made a
lasting impact on our students and staff alike,
modeling SEL in action every day. We wish her the
very best in her next chapter!

This year, we’re also excited to welcome Joshua
Steen, a senior in Eastern University’s Bachelor of
Social Work program. Josh has been a wonderful
addition—quickly connecting with students, co-
leading lunch groups, assisting with SEL lessons,
and supporting families through linkage and
referral services.

Finally, in partnership with our Climate Manager,
we’ve launched a school-wide SEL recognition
initiative. A colorful paper SEL “tree” now stands in
the hallway outside the FRC. Carnell staff can
nominate students who demonstrate SEL skills,
and each recognized student’s name is added to
a leaf on the tree. As the leaves outside fall, our
SEL tree continues to grow—symbolizing the
kindness, empathy, and growth flourishing within
our school community. We hope to see it full by
year’s end!
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Adult Education

Check out the newest event for our

Adult Education Program! 

Monday, November 3, 2025 @ 9:45
AM. 

OCCCDA Staff - if you are interested

in attending, please contact Ms. Sandi

or Teriyonne in advance, so they can

prepare and advise the presenter. 

See you soon!See you soon!



Economic Development/
Food Distribution

New Big Bellies on Castor Avenue

 Our ED/FD team proudly installed new Big Bellies in front
of a jewelry store on Castor Avenue alongside
Representative Jared Solomon. These installations
continue our efforts to expand access and visibility for
community support initiatives.

State Representative Anthony Bellmon Visits OCCCDA Food
Distribution

 On October 30, we were honored to welcome State
Representative Anthony Bellmon to our Food
Distribution. His visit to the front lines offered a firsthand
look at the challenges and insecurities our community
faces—particularly during the ongoing government
shutdown. We appreciate his support and commitment to
understanding the needs of those we serve. 

A Trip to Harrisburg

 ED/FD representatives Lisa Serrano and Ericka L. Stewart
traveled to Harrisburg to meet with Senator Christine
Tartaglione and State Representative Anthony Bellmon,
joined by our partners from the Share Program, our
primary food provider.
 During the visit, representatives from 37 different food
pantries met with their respective district senators to
discuss community needs and share valuable insights.
The experience was both inspiring and informative —
providing an opportunity to highlight the growing needs
of families in our communities and to strengthen
partnerships at the state level.

Farewell to Economic Development Supervisor, Ericka L.
Stewart

 After two years with OCCCDA, Ericka Stewart resigned
from her role as Economic Development Supervisor on
October 28, 2025. We are grateful for her contributions to
the organization and the community. Please join us in
wishing Ericka continued success and happiness in all her
future endeavors.

OCCCDA NEWSLETTER



TO ADD TO THE NEWSLETTER,
PLEASE CONTACT 215-288-8504

Kylah Benson, Operations Manager kylah@occcda.org

Thank you for reading!

Giving Thanks for the Journey

As we enter this season of gratitude, we pause to remember the beauty found
in the work we share. Every day, we witness moments of courage, generosity,

and hope—reminders that real change often begins quietly, in the small,
steady acts of love that ripple through our community.

At OCCCDA, we give thanks for the hands that build, the hearts that serve, and
the voices that rise together for good. We are thankful for families finding new
strength, children discovering new opportunities, and neighbors showing up
for one another. These moments, woven together, are what make our Circle

strong.
Thanksgiving calls us not only to count our blessings but to become them, to
be people of hope, faith, and compassion in a world that needs all three. As

we look ahead, may we continue to walk side by side, planting seeds of justice
and joy that will bear fruit for generations to come.

This month and always, we are grateful—for you, for this community, and for
the story we are writing together.


